empire, and so continued till wrested from them near two cen-
turies later by the Norman adventurer Roger. From Palermo,
which they made their capital, these invaders sent forth
ships to ravage the coast of Italy, and even sailed up the
Tiber, and stripped of their costly offerings the altars of
St Peter and St. Paul, in the suburbs of the once imperial
Rome. A more formidable fleet, direct from Africa, cast
anchor, three years later, near the mouth of that river, and
appeared to threaten, not only pillage, but a permanent occu-
pation. A new pope, however, the energetic Leo IV., had not
only, in the interval, repaired the walls, but anticipated their
invasion by an alliance with the free states of Gaeta,, Naples,
and Amalfi. A naval nght ensued, and was decided, by a
sudden tempest, in favor of the Christians, whose gallies were
sheltered in a friendly harbour, while those of the Moslem
were dashed in pieces on an hostile shore: and the ancient
capital has never since been exposed to the danger of becoming
like the new Rome of Constantine, a city of a Mohammedan
sovereign.

It is the observation of Gibbon, that when the Arabs first
issued from the desert they must have been surprised at
the ease and rapidity of their own success. But that
when they had advanced, in the career of victory, to the
Indus and the Pyrenees, and had repeatedly tried the
edge of their scymetars and the energy of their faith, they
might be equally astonished that any nation could resist
their invincible arms, or any boundary confine their domi-
nion. The historian endeavours to discover the cause,
which he finds in the nature of the despotic and unwieldly
empire of the Khalifs, which, unless sustained by a sove-
reign of warlike disposition and peculiar energy, degenerated
into a real anarchy, where, under the veil of magnificence,
the princes, in their own palace, became the slaves of their
own guards; and the governors of the distant provinces,
with more or less respectful homage, acted as independent
sovereigns. When these Arabian conquerors had spread
themselves over the east, and were mixed with the servile